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FOREWORD

Program Emas Rakyat Sejahtera (PERS) has entered the last year of its
enforcement. Much has been done on to support the activities of small-
scale gold mining activities to be more enviromental friendly, socially,
responsible and profitable for the communities in mining area.
 
This five-year initiative program of sustainable development of the
artisanal small-scale gold mining in Indonesia project is built on three
pillars: 1) Improving practices (technical, environmental, health and
gender-sensitive) by men and women gold miners in the targeted
provinces. 2) Building a supportive policy environment for responsible
artisanal small-scale gold mining activities at the national level and and in
targeted provinces.  3) Increasing public-private engagement in the sector
and build stronger supply chains to support responsible artisanal gold. 
 
With the publication of this e-newsletter, our key stakeholders in
Indonesia such as Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs, Ministry
of Environment and Forestry, Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources
as well as the donor agency, Global Affairs Canada, can see both various
efforts and good practices done by the program together with local
partners in the regions.
 
The journey is yet from over, there are more stories and experiences that
will color our entire work in Indonesia. Please, stay tuned.
 

Warm Regards
 

Agni Pratama
Country Project
Manager
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GAINING COLLECTIVE SUCCESS

THROUGH WOMEN'S COOPERATIVE
B Y  J O S E P H I N E  I M E L D A ,  A N J E N I  A J E N G  A S R I ,  T I T I K  H A R T I N I

The tatelu Village which is located
closely to Manado City, North
Sulawesi was once a notorious
village at the of the 90's.  The village
was famous for their gold
productions, and thus attracted
miners from various regions to the
village.  However, the village's
golden era has come to an end.  The
dream to gain huge amout of gold
and become rich within a short time
has began to be neglected. 

scale gold mining such as the one in
Tatelu. Community gold mining
mostly have simple infrastructure
with minimal work safety
equipment.  Therefore, it is not
surprising for women to steer away
from working in the mining sector
due to the high risk.
 
In Tatelu, men continue to play
productive roles in the society. 

As time goes by, many miners left
Tatelu vilage and returned to their
hometown.  For the remaining left
in the village, they mostly continued
on working in the gold mining area
and depend their entire livelihood
on the said mining business.
 
The life of miners is not an easy
one, even their life are often at
stake, especially for miners in small-
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THIS (WOMEN

COOPERATIVES) COULD

BE A WAY OUT OF THE

FINANCIAL ISSUES

THAT FACED BY THE

WOMEN IN THIS

VILLAGE

- SELVI-

Apart from mining, men also work
in the trade and agriculture sectors.
There are also those who works as
civil servants and private employees.  
While most women play more in the
social and domestic roles. Most of
them depend their lives on men
who act as the main wage earners in
the family.
 
However, based on the data
obtained from the Focus Group
Discussion in 2018 in the context of
Gender Mapping for miners and
their communities; conducted by
Artisanal Gold Council (AGC) in
collaboration with Yayasan Emas
Artisanal Indonesia (YEAI), it is
revealed that men wanted women to
get involved in productive activities
in order to give more support to the
family economy.
 
On the other hand, the discussion
results from the interview with the
village's women also revealed that
women's duties and responsibilities
are not easy matters.  As if, the 24
hours, a day will never be enough
for the women to carrry out the dual
functions assigned to them.  

Nevertheless, the women of the
community want to help their
family's economic conditions
especially for families involved in
ASGM; since the men's income as
miners often times does not meet
family needs.  The fluctuation of
male income depends on the
amount of ore and gold content
gained; it influences the amount of
money the men can bring home.
Such situation makes it difficult for
women to have savings  or a saving
plan; the savings here refers to, for
example, savings for children's
education, health, etc.  Therefore,
the access to finance for women is
needed in order to gain more stable
family's economic livelihood and
better future planning.
 
Observing and analyzing from the
Focus Group Discussion's results,
PERS together with a local partner,
AMAN, compiled strategic steps to
improve the socio-economic
conditions for the small-scale gold
mining in Tatelu, particularly

for the increase of livelihood and
vocational education related to the
expertise and skills for women,
which are useful for increasing the
income of women/family, small
business management and financial
management including family
financial management.
 
The program is giving priority for
gender mainstreaming in
accordance to Global Affairs Canada
(GAC) policy concerning gender
justrice set forth in the Feminist
International Assistance Policy of
GAC, throughout their activities in
Indonesia.  The priority was given to
ensure that the gender relations and
potential benefits priority as well as
different opportunities and risks for
men and women are continuously
be put into consideration evaluated
and acted upon. 
 
The program will integrate the kinds
of potential owned by men and
women, their significant roles in
ASGM, also provide attention and
priority to reduce gender disparities,



including the gap in roles and
responsibilities  for access to
information, women's mastery of
assets and decision making at the
level of family and community, also
some issues of gender inequality
such as women's dual
responsibilities, reproductive health,
gender-based violence. 
 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
MATUARI COOPERATIVES
 
Based on the results of the gender
mapping conducted under the PERS
project a series of training for
cooperatives was organized.  "There
is a sense of calling and
responsibility to change and
improve the role of women in the
Tatelu Village after attending a
number of training, facilitated by
AMAN through Program Emas
Rakyat Sejahtera," said Ms. Decy, a
participants of the cooperatives
training. 
 
According to Ms. Decy, the idea of
establishing a women's cooperatives
which operates in the field of
savings and loan is a very good
influence for women's involvement
on financial access. Ms. Decy also
stated that most people in the
community are borrowing money
from loan sharks and such practices
had been going on for a long time.
"These loan sharks offered loans to
the villagers of Tatelu.  Today, we
get the loan, the next morning the
loan sharks are already at the front
door to collect the loan.  Whereas we
have not even done anything with
the loaned money, we still have to
pay our loans," she explained. Ms.
Decy also illustrates that if one
borrowed 1 million rupiah from loan
sharks, the loan sharks would deduct
50 thousand rupiah  from the total
amount for administration money at
the beginning of the loan.  Thus the
total amount received by the
borrower was only 950 thousand
rupiah. Then the next day, the loan
sharks would start collecting
installment of 40 thousand rupiah
for the next 30 days.  The money to
be returned in total  would be 1.2
million rupiah. "The loan sharks
gave the borrowers an interest of 20
percent,"said Ms. Decy.
 
Ms. Selvi who had participated in
training on the cooperatives
establishment also stated that the 
 
 
 
 

THE BENEFITS OF THE
SAVINGS-LOAN COOPERATIVES
AND ITS CHALLENGES
 
At the beginning of establishment,
the group of women collected basic
savings of 100 thousand rupiah and
compulsary saving 25 thousand
rupiah for each member.  Over the
time, the amoung of the
cooperatives' deposit increases; so
far the amount collected is 12
million rupiah.
 
"At the beginning of the meeting, we
only managed to collect the amount
of three million rupiah and directed
our loan priority for members who
already run business in traditional
market.  The limit of loaning
amount was 500 thousand
rupiah,"said Ms. Decy.  "The
members who loans are obligated to
make installment for six weeks with
payment terms of 100 thousand
rupiah per week and the sixth week;
the members will be charge one
thousand rupiah in interest. This
way, many benefits have been felt
by the women who become
members of the cooperative; they
get enough loan for their business
capital within an allotted time and
with unburdening interest rate.  In
addition, the cooperative supports
their members when their family
financial condition is
unstable,"added Ms. Decy. 
 
The  women who are members of
Matuari Cooperatives, are now
aware that the progress they
currently experiencing is the result

Matuari Women's Cooperatives was
a result of an agreement with all
female participants who attended
the training series. "This could be a
way out of the financial issues that
faced by the women of this village,"
said Ms. Selvi. 
 
At the beginning of the process,
women expressed objections should
they are required to save; they
instead expect the cooperatives to
replace loan sharks and within a
short time, they can borrow some
money. However, what they initially
expected is not the way the savings
and loan cooperatives works.  The
savings and loan cooperatives is a
non-bank financial institution whose
business activities are to accept
savings deposits and provide loans
with low interest to its members. 
 Nadine Sulu, a facilitator from
AMAN stated, "It was not easy to
unite perceptions, but there is a
strong willingness from the women
of the village to get out of loan
sharks control and the desire to help
their family's economic situation.
Even though there were tensions
initially; in the end they inevitably
agree to compromise to the
applicable regulations, if not the
women's cooperative would never
be established."
 
Finally on July 16, 2018, the Matuari
Cooperatives located in Tatelu
Village was established.  The
cooperatives consists of 48 women. 
 This group of women agreed to
make changes to their economic
lives through savings and loan
activities. Ms. Decy was chosen as
the chairman of the cooperatives
and Ms. Selvi as treasurer along with
the other board members.
 
Ms. Selvi also stated,"We thank the
Program  Emas Rakyat Sejahtera
because through the program we are
finally able to establish a savings and
loan cooperatives.  The elected
board members have a vision to
realize equality and economic
justice for women in order to
achieve family and community
welfare of this village."
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of hard work and support from
various institutions. However,
their work is yet from over and
future successes of Matuari
Cooperatives requires a long
journey.  At present, the members
of the women's cooperatives
welcome their future with better
hope. Additionally, they open up
opportunities for other women to
become members of the
cooperatives and engage in their
savings and loan business.
Regeneration must occur for the
sustainability of Matuari women's
cooperative and the establishment
of educational savings as well as a
one-stop shop business that will be
located in Tatelu's tradtional
market.  Tatelu's prospects and
successes also lie in the hands of
women who are actively trying to
improve their family's economy. 
 
 
BULAWAN COOPERATIVES
 
Unlike Tatelu, Tobongon Village,
located in Modayag District,
Bolaang Mongondow Regency,
North Sulawesi, has a long history
of gold mining. According to the
local custom leaders, their gold
mining has existed since the Dutch
colonial era.  At that time, the gold
mining in the area produced large
quantities of gold. The condition
turned the mining business to
become a hereditary 
 
 

One of the interesting findings
from the gender mapping
conducted by PERS in 2018 has
been revealed that women have
the same opportunities as men in
improving the family's economic
condition and earn the same
amount of money as men do;
women are more skilled in
managing finances and utilizing
their potentials and opportunities
to develop businesses.
Unfortunately, women are
incapable to optimize their
opportunities and potentials to
improve their family's economic
condition due to the time spent
managing domestic chores; which
in turn makes women in the
village be dependent on the men
for financial security.
 
 

business and most miners have
worked in this sector for quite a
long time; between 20-50 years.
 
The men in this village have a role
in the produtive sphere and most
of them make money and work as
miners and also farmers. But there
are also those who work in the
government  sector as civil
servants and private employees
and some even work in trade
business. While women choose to
become housewives and not
directly involved in mining.
However, women now also have
other productive roles to support
men in improving their family's
economy. Their role is done by
for example, opening a warung
(small restaurant), business and
leasing mining equipment (drum)
business. 
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The

cooperative

can (also)

provide space

for women to

determine

opportunities

in various

sector for

their

livelihood

improvement

 

The in-depth interviews also revealed
that local men assume that the
investment and savings matters are
women's duties and responsibilities.
Women have the right reasons for
saving and investing the money they
gained to overcome emergencies in
the family such as the educational
needs of children, or when there are
family members who are suddenly
sick and even other sudden needs.
 
Following up the condition of the
community in Tobongon Village,
Program Emas Rakyat Sejahtera
(PERS) took the necessary steps to
further empower women in order to
improve economic and social
conditions, and seek improvements
in the gender disparities occurring
within the community of Tobongon
Village. 
 
Together with a local partner, AMAN;
PERS conducted a series of
cooperatives establishment training.
The series of trainings with women's
groups in Tobongon Village led to the
establishment of a Savings and
Cooperatives. The cooperatives,
names as Bulawan Cooperatives, was
established on July 2, 2018. The board
members of cooperatives, which has
25 members, is chaired by Ms. Helen
who has a lot of experience in
organization work, be it religious
organizations, women farmers
organizations and the PKK.
 
 

While  Ms. Herawati serve as the
secretary and Ms. Yerina as the
treasurer of the cooperatives.
 
Until today, Bulawan Cooperatives
is facing many obstacles. One of
them is the community habit to
depend on tengkulak (trader
middlemen) or commonly referred
as daily cooperatives. The daily
cooperatives here is referred to
loan services; they work by giving
loan of a large sum of money, with
high interest rates and in the long
run, the daily cooperatives will be
costly for the community.  In
addition, the low level of education,
mindset and harmful habits of the
community give further difficulites
for women's development in
Tobongon Village. These are both
obstacles and a challenges for
Bulawan Cooperatives. 
 
"Many women or mothers in
Tobongon village are still
unemployed and do not have the
capital to start a side business to
help their family's economical
condition, explained Ms. Helen. She
also added that the training
facilitated by PERS was a series of
training that inspired women in
Tobongon Village, and the training
is still continued to be expected,
particularly related to issues
concerning children and women
rights. "Training other than
cooperatives topics can change the
mindset of women in this village, so
that they know their rights and 
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Ezra Wiranto is a Geological
Engineering graduated from
Bandung Institute Technology (ITB)
who recently joined in PERS. Since
college, he dreamed to dedicate
himself for community interest.
"When I had the chanceto visit sumba
during my college. I saw how advance
technologies are not necessarily
applicable for communities in remote
areas this is due to the lack of
knowledge transfer as well as the
people capability to work with the
technologies.  The solar panels
suuposedly aimed for electricity
generator are instead used as place to
dry clothes, reminisced Erza.
 
When graduate, Erza was confronted
with several difficult choices to be
made.  He realized that his decision
would have an impact on his future
and career.  Erza's choice fell on the
field of community development
because he saw the silver lining
between field of his study and
contributions he could give to the
community.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Therefore, when Yayasan Emas
Artisanal Indonesia (YEAI) opened up
employment opportunity, Erza
grabbed the chance. He got accepted
was assigned to Parenggean Region,
East Kalimantan, Erza gladly took the
opportunity.
 
"One of my friend inspired me, he
stated that youth is like the golden
ticket for trying challenging things.
For me, the chance to work with
PERS - is a challenge in its own. Away
from stress of Jakarta and went into
remote area, gave a new perspective
and challenge for me," said Erza.
 
Well Erza, have a good work, success
be with you!
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Welcome Erza! 

and participate in improving their living standards and family's economy,"
added the chosen chair of the cooperative.
 
At present, the Bulawan Cooperative does not only play a role as a place
for saving and loan activities, but also as a place to increase women's
awareness on the importance of the cooperatives' role in supporting the
improvement of women position in life and encourage changes to family
economics of Tobongon Village.
 
It is undeniable that Bulawan Women's Cooperatives still has to continue
to work on fostering public confidence to the newly established
organization. It is due to the fact that the cooperatives' performances and
work results are the main evidences which enable them to reach out to
more women of the village' to join and make changes towards the social
order and family's economy.  The ccooperatives can also provide space for
women to determine opportunities in various sectors for their livelihood
improvement.  The future of Bulawan lies not only in mean, but also in
women.  Women have the same opportunities and chances as men have,
wherever they are, moreover in Tobongon. Such hope exists and such
hope is real.
 



PHOTO STORY: PERS PROJECT PROMOTING

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS IN BUKIT HARAPAN VILLAGE

B Y  L E N T E R A  K A R T I N I

On July 25th, 2019, Lentera Kartini, PERS's local partners conducted a socialization event concerning
children rights, impacts on child violence, as well as mercury impacts on daily life.  The socialization of
this round was slightly different than the previous ones; this time, Lentera Kartini targeted public
elementary school students  as the biggest influencers to their respective family.  
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"Children can give strong influence to decision making by parents or family; by providing children with
useful knowledge about their rights and mercury impacts on daily life, children will have an awareness
and be able to voice their opinion worthy of consideration in their family," said Forisni Aprilista of
Lentera Kartini.
 
The socialization is a part of the series events of Pesta Rakyat (Village Festival) with its theme Generasi
Emas Indonesia (Indonesian Gold Generation) which held on 18 August 2019 in Pudu Jaya Community
Mining Area (WPR Pudu Jaya), Bukit Harapan Village, Parenggean District, Central Kalimantan.  
 
 
 

Forisni Aprilista of Lentera Kartini was one of the source person who delivered the session on   children
rights, impacts of child violence and also the dangers of technology and gadget on children's daily life. 
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Dr. Ratna of Lentera Kartini delivered the session on mercury impact on health for children and their
families.  

The students were enthusiastic and asked various questions about various kind of subjects relevant to the
socialization.  



"We need to answer 

whether it will sustainable

for a responsible gold

sector processing with

mercury-free technology to

address this supply gap"

Agni  Pratama

GOLD   MARKET

RESEARCHER

TEACHERS '  TALES  |  PAGE  2

On June 26,2019,   Program Emas
Rakyat Sejahtera (PERS) held
consultations with government
officials and experts on
establishing linkages among
community miners to the formal
gold market in Indonesia.  The
consultations were held as part of
PERS Project Advisory Committee
Meeting on Market Linkages which
took place in Park Hotel Jakarta. 
 
Agni Pratama as Country Project
Manager of the Programme and
lead gold market researcher, noted
that the prevailing market's
demand for gold is very high, but
the constraint lies in limited gold
availability in Indonesia. "We need
to answer whether it will be
sustainable for a responsible gold
sector processing with mercury-
free technology to address this
supply gap," explained Agni to the
committee members present.
 
During the session, PERS indicated
that domestic production of gold-
based jewelry in 2016 increased by
16% compared to the previous year,
while in the global market, jewelry
production increased by 3%.   The
study conducted by Euromonitor
in 2016 stated that the demand of
jewelry has been increasing by
300% in the past 10 years.   Global
and  national market for gold-
based jewelry has been growing, in
which 61%  of the market are
located in Asia. 
 
Meanwhile, Gold Supply Research
conducted by PERS showed that in
2005 Indonesia produced 140 tons
o gold. The gold production,
however, has steadily declined in
the last ten years to approximately
50 tons in 2015.

 In its study PERS found that the
contradiction between the
production of raw materials and
end products demands has
become one of the major issues
for the downstream gold actors in
Indonesia. 
 
The artisanal small-scale gold
mining (SGM) sector in Indonesia
has limited or lack of appropriate
technology to conduct proper
exploration and research to
identify the exact location of the
gold deposit within their mining
permit area (WPR).  
 
The WPR is suggested by the local
government, and will be
determined by the Governor.
Often, the local government
determent the area of Mining
Permit for the ASGM actors,
without conducting proper
mineral deposit research in the
regulation, it is clearly stated that
before WPR is determined, there
should be clear data on the
existing deposit in the proposed
area. Center of Mineral Resources,
Coal, and Geothermal (Pusat
Sumber Daya Mineral, Batubara
dan Panas Bumi} is the only
agency that could conduct legal
mineral deposit reaseach in
Indonesia. 

IS THERE A FUTURE FOR SMALL-SCALE

GOLD MINING SECTOR PRODUCTION

USING MERCURY FREE TECHNOLOGY?
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The agency is subsidiary of Ministry of
energy and Mineral Resources.  The
local government should have asked the
center to conduct a proper mineral
research, however, there are plenty of
WPRs were determined without the
data. 
 
Lack of data, skill, technology and
knowledge of identifying the exact
location of the mining area, has become
one of the reasons of the declining of
the production.  Climate change has also
been suspected as one of the challenges
for miners. Difficulty to predict the
rainy season, and the changes of the
seasons in Indonesia has also caused the
decline of the gold production of ASGM
sector.  
 
Yet, ASGM sector contributed 20-30
percentage of the total gold production
in Indonesia.  The Artisanal Gold
Council (AGC) estimates that the sector
involve approximately 1 million people
in the value chain. For this reason,
ASGM has been considered both a
potential in the gold production and a
challenge.

faced by the ASGM sector.  The new
non-mercury processing plant provides
access to safer, more efficient,
environment-friendly and higher yield
recovery.
 
The plant has been piloted in North
Sulawesi. The new technology has been
applied and has attracted local market
players particularly in Tatelu, North
Sulawesi.  The pilot plant is currently in
full-capacity operation trials and local
market actors have been impressed and
excited with the lixiviation technology
used in the facility. 
 
According to Agni by having a great
understanding of the market sector
mapping, Indonesia will have better
understanding on how to develop mutual
partnership scheme for the market
players involve in this sector to ensure
that they see the incentive and convert to
non-mercury process.
 
Agni also stated that with the
introduction of efficient and practical
technology and the infrastructure that
surrounds it, PERS is leading the way 

The actors involved in the current
ASGM sector have lack access to
appropriate technology, health and
safety standards, knowledge and skill,
and lack access to wider market
information.
 
In answer to some of the challenges
PERS has developed and piloted a
responsible gold processing plant which
offers a solution to the technology and
infrastructure the problem currently

in bringing the local ASGM market
actors to change their current practice
into non-mercury-based processing
system.  While PERS's work is showing
the way in one ASGM community, Agni
believes that the ASGM sector in general
and the Indonesian government can use
PERS efforts to as a sustainable model
for mercury-free gold processing in
ASGM. 
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A MONTHLY REAL ESTATE NEWSLETTER

The Minamata Convention which is effective since
16 August 2017 and has been ratified by 128
countries is the latest international agreement.  It
aims to protect human health and environment
from the worst impact caused by mercury. 
 Therefore, in the context of dealing with and
preventing further damages on life's order, the
Indonesian Government had ratified the Minamata
Convention on 20 September 2017 through the Law
Number 11 Year 2017 concerning Ratification of
Minamata Convention on Mercury.  The
convention drives the Indonesian Government to
reduce and phase out mercury from four sectors
which are power plant, cosmetic, dental amalgam
and small-scale gold mining sectors. It is also
closely related to Presidential Regulation of the
Indonesian Republic Number 21 Year 2019
concerning National Action Plan on Reduction and
Mercury use which aims to reduce and phase out
mercury at national level through integral and
sustainable manners.
 
Based on the data from the ministry of
Environment and Forestry, there are estimation of
183.700 miners working in 131 small-scale gold
mining in Indonesia.  The gold miners mostly
come from agricultural and fisheries working part-
time and are looking for additional income to
improve their livelihood.   Meanwhile, for some
local residents, the business activities become their
main livelihood to support their daily necessities.
 
In gold mining sector, particularly in Indonesia;
mercury are used to separate gold from ore.
Mercury and gold settle and combine to form an
amalgam. The gold will then be extracted through
mercury evaporation. Although, mercury is a
natural element, the impacts it causes are very
dangerous. Moreover, if its use is not immediately 
 
 

PERS SUPPORTS GOVERNMENT OF INDONESIA TO
ACCELERATE MERCURY ERADICATION ACTION PLAN

phased out.  Continuous mercury exposure through
respiratory system will result in disruption of nervous,
digestion and immune system. When ingested, it
accumulates withing living organism and causes serious
damage on nervous system up to a certain stage.  In
addition, mercury contamination in the environment
causes damages to environmental microorganisms.
 
As a follow up to the aforementioned activities, the
Ministry of Environment and Forestry through the
Government Office of Environment of North Sulawesi
and Central Kalimantan Provinces held Minamata
Convention Workshop and the arrangement of
Regional and National Action Plan, in cooperation with
Program Emas Rakyat Sejahtera which funded by
Global Affairs Canada and implemented by  Artisanal
Gold Council in cooperation with Yayasan Emas
Artisanal Indonesia, together with its local partners -
AMAN and Lentera Kartini. Each workshop held in
Manado and Palangkaraya in July 2019. The Minamata
Convention Workshop is aimed to build a thorough
understanding about Minamata Convention and its
implementation at national and regional level; further
exploration on the necessary steps to promote, control,
reduce and phase out mercury use and its emission.
 
Yun Insiani, as the director of Hazardous and Toxic
Materials Management of the Ministry of Environment
and Health stated,"The Minamata Convention
Workshop was held as a medium to bridge the Local
Governments' special needs in implementing Minamata
Convention and coordination regarding National and
Regional Action Plan. The workshop is important due
to Indonesia's commitment in stopping mercury use in
various sectors in the upcoming 2021. Various
accelerations must be done and supports from several
sectors are needed."
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CONGRATULATION 

All  management  and

staff  of  Yayasan  Emas

Artisanal  Indonesia  -

wish  you  

Congratulation  for  the

New  Journey  for

Yolanda  and  Syahril

 

BE  IN  EVERLASTING  JOY !

 

 

 

www.pers.no-hg.org                                                      @pers_agc_indo                                               PERSAGCIndonesia

     

 

ABOUT  PERS

 
On the same occasion, Agni Pratama as the Country Project Manager
of PERS said,"Yayasan Emas Artisanal Indonesia through PERS is
committed to assist the Indonesian Government in efforts to stop
mercury use through improving the lives of small-scale gold miners in
North Sulawesi and  East Kalimantan by  using three pillars of
approach, which are: 1) improved practice betterment regarding
technical, environmental management, health, gender sensitive and
business practices for gold miners; 2) Policy structure establishment to
support environment friendly small-scale gold miners activities; 3)
Private sectors' cooperation building to create chains of gold  supply
from environment friendly small-scale gold mining.  At present, AGC
is working in three areas namely Tatelu & Tobongon in North Sulawesi
and Parenggean in Central Kalimantan.
 
"Hopefully the workshop on Minamata Convention can produce
tangible benefits for us and become the bridge and catalyst for
knowledge and technology transfer.  Therefore, it becomes the starting
point of mercury phasing out and solution to the issues happening in
gold miing activities in Indonesia," stated  Insiani.

Program Emas Rakyat Sejahtera (PERS) is an empowerment program to elevate Indonesian Artisanal and Small Scale Gold

Miners, which is funded by Global Affairs Canada, and implemented by Artisanal Gold Council Canada in association with

Yayasan Emas Artisanal Indonesia. This program is committed to improve the socio-economic and the environment

conditions of the small-scale gold miner communities in Indonesia. At present PERS is working in three areas, namely Tatelu

and Tobongon (North Sulawesi) and in Parenggean (Central Kalimantan).  This program corporates with strategic partners

from government institutions such as The Coordinating Ministry of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Environment and Forestry,

and Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources and its local partners in project areas. 
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